




















FELLOWSHIP & SUPPORT:

Sunday
Boy Scouts

Vic Rankins 203-5337
We meet Sundays at 6:45 PM in
Logan Hall or Room 6.

S.0.L.O. (Seniors over Fifty)
Ann Marie Duquette 833-2218
Ext.176
SOLO is a way for God to bring
Catholic solo men and women
together. We’re single, divorced,
and widowed seniors over fifty
with similar values, beliefs, and
faith who are willing to venture
into new friendships by sharing
activities of common interest.

Monday
Cub Scouts

Joe Wilson 282-2584
We meet the first 3 Mondays of
the month at 6:30 PM in room 6.

GriefShare Seminar

Lynne Eid, 833-2218 Ext. 121
A bereavement group for adults
who are suffering the death of a
loved one. A safe place to talk,
laugh, cry, and learn to go
forward with understanding
people. Call for schedule.

Mothers and Others

Paula Badasci, 706-4360
Meet the first Monday of the
month at 6:00—=8:00 PM in the
St Paul Room. This group
formed to give parish mothers
and their families an outlet for
meeting other mothers and
families. Their goal is to provide
activities for families which
promote a sense of belonging and
allow close relationships to grow.

Women’s Club

Conchita Walker, 872-2825
All women of the parish are
invited to gather on the first
Monday of the month at 7:00 PM
in East Logan Hall. Programs
offer encouragement, education,
and friendship. We do not meet
in July and August. No dues.

Funeral Food Committee

Monica Price, 325-3616

Betty Hartje, 832-2803

One of the services of the
Women'’s Club is to provide food
for funeral receptions of parish
families. If you wish to assist
with this service, you will be
called only once or twice a year
and asked to bring a salad or
dessert of your choice. Please
call to volunteer.
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

BARGAINING WITH GOD

In the first reading from Genesis today, we hear one of the most protracted deal-
making scenes between a human and God in all of the Bible. It was this sort of courageous
standing toe-to-toe with the Almighty that helped earn Abraham the reputation of being a
fearlessly faithful man, one who lived his end of the covenant and, in deep, trusting faith,
would call upon the Lord to live up to the other end. Other ancient religions had accounts
of mortals bartering with the divine, but for a mere man to whittle down the divinity’s
requirements, to stay the wrathful hand of the heavens for the sake of a handful of the
innocent, was new and remarkable. Abraham began the trajectory that would find a
pinnacle in Christ on the cross, where his own “faith in the power of God” (Colossians
2:12) would lead him not to care how many innocent there were, but to offer himself as a
sacrifice so that all might be forgiven their transgressions and allowed to live in life eternal.

STRIKING A SCARY DEAL

In teaching his disciples how to pray, Jesus gives them the benefit of the doubt:
“Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us” (Luke 11:4). It is not
too difficult to imagine Jesus looking around at his followers rather pointedly as he says
this, eyebrows arched, perhaps emphasizing the word “everyone” as he spoke. This, when
truly prayed, is a scary invitation (or challenge) to God: forgive us in the same way and to
the same degree that we forgive others. Perhaps we count on the Almighty to live up to the
forgiveness end of the bargain even when we fail to; we, therefore, don’t really seem to
believe the fact that God can reserve the right to say “OK” to this invitation at any time,
and make us bear the consequences. A good barometer of whether or not we’re truly
sincere in our invitation might be whether or not we break out in a cold sweat when we
pray it. Can we always count on God to be merciful and forgiving? Yes. Can we always
count on God to honor every agreement God enters into? Again, yes.

Today’s Readings: Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138:1-3, 6-8; Colossians 2:12—14; Luke 11:1-13
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Summer office hours through August 27, 2010
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday - Friday



St. Philip the Apostle
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Who is Thea Bowman?

I attended Mass last week at a mostly African American
church. The pastor mentioned Sister Thea Bowman but didn t
explain who she is. Can you tell me? Cheri

Dear Cheri,

Born Bertha Bowman in Yazoo City, Mississippi, in 1937, Thea Bowman was the
only child of Mary Esther, a teacher, and Theon, a doctor who left a promising
career in New York to serve African Americans being denied medical care in
Mississippi.

Bertha attended a school run by the Franciscan
~ Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. At age nine she
converted to Catholicism and at age fifteen joined
the Franciscan sisters. She took the name 7hea in
honor of her father.

Sister Thea became a college professor and a
founding faculty member of the Institute for Black
Catholic Studies in New Orleans, where she taught
black literature, religion, spirituals, and preaching.
She was also a popular speaker at
colleges and parishes.

In 1984 she was diagnosed with breast cancer.
Thea vowed to “live until I die”” and continued her
rigorous schedule of speaking engagements. At the
United States bishops’ June 1989 meeting, she
challenged them to continue to evangelize the black community, to promote full
participation of blacks within Church leadership, and to understand the value of
Catholic schools in the black community.

Sister Thea Bowman died in 1990, but her journey of enlightenment and
inspiration lives on.
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FELLOWSHIP & SUPPORT:

Tuesday
Senior Outreach Program

Cathy Barrett 833-2218 Ext 159
We provide help as needed,
fellowship, and educational
programs. We meet the third
Tuesday of each month in Msgr.
Logan Hall. 1:00-2:30 PM. No
meetings July or August.

Wednesday
Philippian 50 Plus

Cathy Barrett 833-2218 Ext 159
Open to all seniors, 50 years and
over. A monthly potluck lunch
September through May on the
first Wednesday following noon
Mass. Guest speakers scheduled.

Knights of Columbus

Eric S. Martinez, 428-1778
A fraternal organization open to
all Catholic men. The purpose of
the K of C is to conduct
charitable functions and perform
service projects for the benefit of
the parish and community.

Wednesday
Divorce Recovery

JoAnn Leon, 343-1399
This support group meets at 6:00
PM in the St Paul Room.

Thursday

Re-Membering Church

Patti Ollivier, 833-2218 Ext. 115
An outreach to inactive
Catholics. This program is
designed to provide instruction
and build community. Sessions
are held during Lent.

FAMILY SUPPORT

Tuesday
Women’s Fellowship

Susan Rizo, 8§35-1679
We meet the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7:00 PM in the St. Paul
Room. Our purpose is to
encourage fellowship among the
women of the parish. Join us for
praise and worship!

Thursday
Men’s Fellowship

Gregg Gunner, 327-9749
Our goal is to encourage and
foster spiritual growth through
fellowship meetings, special
projects and general programs.

New to the Parish? New Address? Please fill in the slip below and put in the collection basket or mail.

1 New Parishioner Please Print Clearly

[0 New Address Name Home Phone
O New Phone Address City, Zip
[ Moving, please remove from mailing list Cellular Email




